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I want to forego the fancy newsletter template and take a slightly deeper dive 
into a couple of subjects, mostly forest-centered, expanding on the questions we 
raised in our spring newsletter in the article "Is More Better?"  Then we'll list 
upcoming events and so forth. 

 Life in the Forest - Bracing for the days ahead 

Sometimes, it's hotter on the mountain than it is in the down below.  Such had 
been the case for the last few days.  Ninety degrees in dedicated shade.  Nights 
cooling to seventy four or so.   Our trees weren't really built to withstand that 
kind of heat for any length of time.  It's also been a little dry this year, so the 
trees exposed to the heat are a little stressed.  Or a lot stressed.  We are still 
losing trees to what may be bark beetles, although not in full-stand die-offs.  


September tends to be the month where, if it's going to come unraveled 
somehow, it does.  I think if I were a big boss in the USFS hierarchy, I would 
prohibit fires of any kind from about, well, now, until after Labor Day weekend.


Chilao School 

Tanner and USFS crews have done an amazing job dealing with brush clearance 
in and around Chilao, and the school property itself.  There's still some simple 
but critical things that we need to get done o the property.  The back side of 
both the house and the school need to be cleared.  I keep pushing that work 
back weekend after weekend for all the various reasons that things get pushed 
back.  Hopefully I'll scare myself into getting the work done, knowing that Labor 
Day is right around the corner.


No firearms zones - beyond maps and boundaries 

Until 1994 you could get maps from the USFS and Fish and Wildlife (back when 
it was called Fish and Game) of the Angeles National Forest, and probably all of 
the other recreation areas in Los Angeles County, which included zones where 
firearms and similarly purposed devices were not allowed.  The no firearms 
regions were rather meticulously described in 1929, and they were designed 
with human safety in mind.  They kept the use of guns away from popular 
recreation areas.


Today, the no firearms zones no longer appear on maps, and most agencies use 
a third party vendor map service that you can purchase maps from directly.  I've 
been trying to flesh out whether or not the disappearance of these no firearms 
zones was intentional, or something else is at play.  Did this information just fall 
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through the cracks in the floor as the digital era emerged, or does the County no 
longer want responsibility for the open space areas within it boundaries?  I 
started small, approaching Kathryn Barger's office, and fumbling with the 
questions.  I wasn't really sure who to ask, what to ask.  At first her office was 
responsive.  But then silence.  I waited a month or so and sent my query again - 
to Kathryn Barger, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, Mayor Karen 
Bass, and the Regional Planning Commission of Los Angeles County.  So far, no 
response.


Just asking the question is controversial, because the issue affects a valid user 
group - hunters - and to question legal hunting boundaries is immediately 
perceived as an open attack on hunting. If I'm asking about boundaries, I must 
be anti-hunting.  That's actually not the case.  There's a bigger picture to 
consider.


The no firearms zones were set in place to protect humans recreating in the 
forest.  I can tell you, after an incident I had last autumn driving through the 
camp ground as a bullet whizzed past my car, that creating no firearms zones in 
recreation areas had, and has, merit.  May we never have to come to grips with 
how much merit.


Outside of protecting humans, there is another potential benefit to having no 
firearms zones, and that is restoring a safe zone for hunted species. Specifically, 
for the purpose of this conversation, deer.


Deer are a keystone species in the environment.  They provide sustenance for 
nearly every other predator, scavenger and opportunistic feeder in the forest.  
Herbivores also provide ecosystem services to the plant community.  Grazing 
and browsing reduces fuel and promotes the growth of fresh, moist, green 
grasses which are less likely to burn.  Our deer population has been in decline 
since the 1970s.


In the east, where many predators have been eliminated, forage is abundant and 
deer outnumber hunters, there's a very real problem.  Collisions with deer can 
and do prove fatal for both humans and animal.  


Despite conditions in the Angeles being much different, deer versus vehicle 
collisions happen with fair regularity, and sometimes with tragic outcomes.  
Would a stable, or even slightly increased deer population make this worse?  


Deer are the prey of choice for mountain lions (and sometimes bobcats).  A 
healthy deer population can be instrumental in reducing predatory encounters 



Redbird Newsletter Summer 2025  of 3 7

between humans, their pets and wild felines.  Deer kills by mountain lions in turn 
feed a virtually limitless list of other resident animals, from bears to insects.  

Ultimately, a more robust deer population benefits hunters as well as the 
ecosystem.  The question I am asking the Supervisors, the Mayor and Regional 
Planning is not one of enforcement.  I am asking them to clarify if in fact these 
no firearms zones are still in existence.  If they are still in existence,  there needs 
to be an information and education effort well before anything like enforcement 
should be discussed.  (Red areas on the included map are no firearms zones as 
of the last paper map published, in 1994).


The Deer Grass Experiment 

In spring we had a gathering at the school that included an experimental 
planting project. We planted  37 root balls of deer grass, using the general 
method described for transplanting domesticated varieties of the same species.  
With a bunch of eager volunteers bringing different expertise to the project, 
there were a number of scenarios.  All plantings took place where deer grass 
was already present.  We planted root balls grouped together, individually, with 
minimal soil disturbance; some of these had been soaking for up to two weeks 
in water, others had been immediately unearthed from within several feet of their 
transplanting location.  Great earthworks surrounded some.  Others got no such 
fanfare.  


After three months, one rain and regular weekly watering until that rain came, 
the results were as mixed as the methods.  There was no clear advantage to the 
fancy hole with the shade rocks.  No particular advantage to getting water 
before transplanting.  Individual or grouped root balls...crap shoot.  About thirty 
per cent of the replanted  deer grass appeared to have some new growth that 
was not just other grass species poking through and taking advantage of the 
watering.  That thirty per cent was randomly scattered across all the various 
planting methodologies.


Deer grass is not necessarily a deer's food of choice.  The older it gets, the 
tougher it is. And while it does grow in arid places, if you're looking for deer 
grass, you'll most likely find it along seasonal streams and in low meadows that 
occasionally flood.  Chilao is home to some wonderful deer grass meadows.  
The best thing about deer grass is not its nutritional value or lack thereof, 
however.  Deer grass is very resistant to burning.  It will not carry flames up into 
trees.  It does not flash forward like lighter grasses.  The rhizomes retain water 
and the grass rebounds after fire. So cultivating deer grass...or trying to 
anyway...is a worthy pursuit, and one which might have seen more success in a 
wetter year.  There's also gathering and planting seed as a propagation method.  
I'm sure the local birds wouldn't mind a bit if we went that route...




Redbird Newsletter Summer 2025  of 4 7

A New Thing in the Works 

The County of Ventura Department of Arts and Culture chose Redbird as the 
awardee of a matching grant in 2024.  The grant is intended for use on the 
Children of Many Colors Powwow, our 30th annual blanket drive and mini 
powwow, and one other event, as of yet not specified.  This new gathering will 
likely take place in the spring of 2026.  Several suggestions have been offered 
including a round dance powwow, a healing gathering rich with personal 
connection, hand drums, sharing.  We are still looking for a location in Ventura 
County, a date, and a more concise vision of what the gathering will be.  I'm very 
open to ideas, suggestions, and being exposed to different ways that I've never 
experienced. My sense is to hold space for a deep/deeper kind of 
gathering...possibly small, welcoming everyone, with either no vendor element 
or a very small, invited group of vendors who are also integrated into the 
gathering.  I can sort of see and feel it, but it wants to stay fluid and not be 
caged by rigid ideas.


The World in 1.9 Scale 

We're changing the way The Art of Grace appears on our website.  From here 
forward, blog posts will more or less mirror those on Facebook.  The Art of 
Grace is a narrated picture story that began in January 2021, blending real life 
scenarios and challenges into the 1.9 scale world of Grace and Skye Little.  
Their weekly adventures might be mundane or harrowing, but we strive to 
always bring our audience a piece of the forest, a touch of nature's magic, a 
moment to linger in a kind world.  And lots and lots of pretty horses.  
Appropriate for all ages, the entire four and a half year illustrated story can be 
found on our blog, and starting this month, a new post will appear roughly one a 
week.


Coming Up 

August 17 Moto Yoga will Laura Solomon, 10 AM Chilao School

September 14 Moto Yoga will Laura Solomon, 10 AM Chilao School

September 21 Highway 2 Track Day on Horse Thief Mile, Willow Springs 
International Raceway

October 19 Moto Yoga will Laura Solomon, 10 AM Chilao School

December 6 Redbird's 30th Blanket Drive and Mini Powwow, Simi Valley Library
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